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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please consider the claims as follows: 

1. Canceled. 

2. (previously presented) A method for storing and accessing a plurality of 
programs in memory, said programs having various constant bit rates, comprising the 
steps of: 

associating each program with a constant bit rate; 

computing an extent size for each program from the respective constant bit rate 
associated with each program; 

determining a quantity of packets associated with the extent size; 
rounding the computed extent size up to a next whole packet of data; 
identifying extents that require a null packet to be added to the extent; 
inserting the null packet into the identified extents; and 
storing the packets associated with each extent in said memory, 

3. (previously presented) The method of claim 2 wherein said memory is a disk 
drive array comprising a plurality of disk drives. 

4. (previously presented) The method of claim 3 wherein said storing step further 
comprises the step of striping the extents across said disk drive array. 

5. (previously presented) The method of claim 2 wherein the plurality of programs 
comprises a plurality of packetized data streams where each data stream has a 
different bit rate. 

6. (previously presented) The method of claim 5 wherein the packetized data 
stream oomprise packets of encoded video information. 
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7. (previously presented) The method of claim 2 wherein said step of computing the , 
extent size further comprises the step of multiplying the constant bit rate associated 
with each program times a respective service internal. 

8. (previously presented) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon a 
plurality of instructions, the plurality of instructions including instructions that, when 
executed by a processor, cause the processor to perform the steps comprising: 

associating each program with a constant bit rate; 

computing an extent size for each program from the respective constant bit rate 
associated with each program; 

determining a quantity of packets associated with the extent size; 
rounding the computed extent size up to a next whole packet of data; 
identifying extents that require a null packet to be added to the extent; 
inserting the null packet into the identified extents; and 
storing the packets associated with each extent in said memory. 

9. (previously presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 8 wherein said 
memory is a disk drive array comprising a plurality of disk drives. 

10. (previously presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 9 wherein said 
storing step further comprises the step of striping the extents across said disk drive 
array. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 8 wherein the 
plurality of programs comprises a plurality of packetized data streams where each data 
stream has a different bit rate. 

12. (previously presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 1 wherein the 
packetized data stream comprise packets of encoded video information. 



322403-1 



PAGE 4/9 1 RCVD AT 2/28/2005 1:25:20 HI [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/1 1 DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:+17325309808 1 DURATION (mm-ss):02-28 



F£br2i-2G05 02rlS?,-i rrenrMcssr ; Fattsrson I Shsridan. LLP - NJ Ti732530StOS T-475 ? . 005/003 Hi2 



SN 09/925,215 
Page 5 of 9 



1 3. (previously presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 8 wherein said 
step of computing the extent size further comprises the step of multiplying the constant 
bit rate associated with each program times a respective service interval. 

1 4. (previously presented) Apparatus for storing and accessing a plurality of 
programs in memory, said programs having various constant bit rates, comprising: 

means for associating each program with a constant bit rate and computing an 
extent size for each program from the respective constant bit rate associated with each 
program; 

means for determining a quantity of packets associated with the extent size and 
rounding the computed extent size up to a next whole packet of data; 

means for identifying extents that require a null packet to be added to the extent 
and inserting the null packet into the identified extents; and 

means for storing the packets associated with each extent in said memory. 

1 5. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 4 wherein said storing means 
further comprises striping the extents across a said disk drive array. 

1 6. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1 4 wherein the plurality of 
programs comprises a plurality of packetized data streams where each data stream has 
a different bit rate. 

1 7. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1 6 wherein the packetized data 
stream comprise packets of encoded video information. 

1 8. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 14 wherein said means for 
computing the extent size further comprises multiplying the constant bit rate associated 
with each program multiplied by a respective service interval. 
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